66                              DELESSEPS
Due d'Harcourt, was there, to make my way to a small
staircase, the landing of which is contiguous to the
salon in which you had assembled your fellow-
countrymen. I put my ear to the partition and heard
all that you said, and reported it to my Government.
I was about to do the same thing to-day, when I heard
three men speaking in French. One of them said,
* Ah! the scoundrel has not come to-day. If he had
come, a few inches of cold steel would have settled the
job. Why did not M. de Lesseps come? ' "
Count Rampon, an old schoolfellow of De Lesseps,
who was in the room at the time, had seized one of the
men, but other Frenchmen surrounding him had pushed
this conspirator and the other two out on to the stair-
case, whence they made good their escape. Presently
De la Tour d'Auvergne returned, and De Lesseps asked
him eagerly if anything had happened. " Nothing
special," was the reply, " only three men same up to
the carriage when I was starting and grumbled a little
because you had not come."
De Lesseps at once sent a complaint to Mazzini,
accompanied by the warning that if the three men
were not at once imprisoned he would order General
Oudinot to attack the city. The answer he received was
that Mazzini had no power to do what was asked.
Veyrassat, the man who had saved his life, advised
him to see the Triumvir in person, and made an
appointment to meet him in front of the Palace of
the Consulta at the foot of one of the great statues
at one o'clock in the morning.
Reckless as was this action, " I kept the appoint-
ment," writes De Lesseps, " and he then insisted that